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(1) This study estimated herders’ willingness to pay (WTP) to improve rural water supply, which contributed to
expand usable pastureland area. Mongolia experienced pastureland degradation because of the livestock
concentration near the wells, and decrease in the number of wells encouraged herders to concentrate near the
remained wells. We asked their WTP per year for 1 additional hand-dug well compared to the number currently
available. Our result showed that the median WTP was 32.18 thousand tugrig (c. USD26.70), and the mean WTP
was 33.58 thousand tugrig (c. USD 27.86) in each household. Based upon the mean WTP, Cost-Benefit Ratio (B/C)
of well rehabilitations in Gobi region is 2.63.

(2) By using Social Capacity Assessment (SCA) methodology, this study evaluated social capacity development
level for combating desertification in Mongolia. We assessed social capacity of the central government ministries/
agencies, the local governments, and the international donor organizations. Based on our assessment, especially,
governmental sector does not have enough capacity to implement effective measures to control desertification.




