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This project aims at identifying problems concerning domestic implementation of environmental treaties, based on analysis
of the legislation or enforcement processes of legal or administrative instruments for implementing environmental treaties
There have been few studies on the issues by international lawyers, and methodologies have not been established in this field
Therefore, in this project it was an important theme to identify appropriate means for research, and various attempts were
made in the project. Under the circumstances this report is an interim report of the study

Two approaches were undertaken in the project. First, the members had four meetings to share common understanding of the
issues, to discuss possible methodologies for research and to establish theoretical framework to analyze the issues. Moreover
visits to relevant international institutions were undertaken to obtain some relevant information and to exchange views with
the staff regarding dynamism of implementation process of environmental treaties. This was necessary to place domestic processes
in the whole process of implementing environmental treaties from the viewpoint of international law. Secondly, a case study
was undertaken, focusing on roles of local government in implementation processes of environmental treaties. The “Ging Dao
incident” was dealt with as a case. This incident occurred in 2004 and caused diplomatic difficulties between Japan and China
The Chinese Government insisted on inconformity of export of certain PET bottles done by the Japanese with relevant Chinese
|aws and the Basel| Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal (Basel Convention).
Some problems were identified concerning domestic implementation of the Basel Convention on the Japanese side. The Japanese
Government took some measures to avoid future conflicts deriving from exports of the same kind while not accepting the position
that Japan was in breach of the Basel Convention. The measures included issuing official notices addressed to local governments
respectively from the Environmental Agency and the MITI. In the project the relevant data concerning the state of implementing
the two notices by some local governments was collected by fieldwork and analyzed thoroughly. The conclusion is that there
were uncertainties as to whether the notices were effectively fol lowed by local government. Local governments were faced with
the lack of financial or human resources. The structures of managing PET bottles as wastes in Japanese laws were deeply related
to the issues. This reflects problems with distributing authorities with managing wastes and designing systems of re-cycling
PET bottles in Japan. Problems were thus identified in domestic implementation of the Basel Convention.




