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Effect of the bias snow depth distribution on the summer growing environment of Sasa bamboo in Sarobetsu
Mire, northern Hokkaido, Japan

This study addressed how the bias snow depth distribution contributes to the maintenance of the wetland
ecosystem in the summer, in relation to the aridification and the Sasa bamboo invasion problem in
Sarobetsu mire, northern Hokkaido. Results are summarized as follows:

1) Snow depth differences from site to site were examined by using the AMeDAS and the local government
data. Though the differences were strong, any trend and systematic distribution pattern were not
recognized within the data.

2) Snow depth and water equivalent surveys in March and April 2007 show clear contrast of the timing
of snow disappearance between the wetland and the pasture. That is, it is faster in wetland and later
in pasture. These contrast reflect whether peat soil has been removed or not. Then, continuous
measurement of the surface soil temperature and those vertical profiles started in June 2007. However,
we could not find any reliable results yet

A similar observation is continued thereafter, and the result is presented later.




