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This study, focusing on the sustainability in the Pamirs and Karakoram, aims to understand the current issues and
problems of the environments, find measures to solve/mitigate the problems, and to suggest establishing a long-term
monitoring system to implement the measures.

The study areas have extremely severe poverty problems. Sustainability of the human-ecosystem has become highly
difficult since the corruption of the former Soviet Union. Hazard occurrence, changes of water supply due to the global
warming, illegal consumption of wildlife and shrubs are the major immediate concerns in the Pamirs. For these issues
accumulation of basic data is vital. Such data sets had been accumulated until the end of the former Soviet era; however,
updated data have not been collected due to the collapse of the Soviet monitoring system. Even basic climatological data
are not collected at many sites in the Pamirs nowadays. A creation of newly established long-term monitoring system with
the help from international academia and organizations is urgent; otherwise sustainability in the Pamirs would not be
secured. The involvement of the locals is a key to succeed the long-term monitoring, so introducing most advanced,
complicated, expensive foreign system would not be necessarily wise.

Sustainability issues in the Karakoram have both similar and different characteristics compared to those in the Pamirs.
The study sites of Shimshal and Pasu have had no monitoring systems of any environmental elements. Conflicts between
the central government and the locals of Shimshal have been a long-lasting obstacle to conserve the nature in Khunjerab
National Park. The preliminary results indicate that the great gradients of the climate and resulting soil, vegetation, etc. in
the short distance between the Shimshal village and the Shimshal Pass area are the key to understand the importance in
maintaining the land use in the park area.

Meanwhile, as a measure to maximize the sustainability in the Pamirs and Karakoram, this study conducted some
basic survey on geo-ecotourism. Further studies are needed to feedback the outcomes to the local communities as well as
to the governments.




