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HET—< The basic research for historical formation and evolution of pollution and
(BR30) Az environmental problems which were debated in Japanese Diet
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For the purpose of the research on a historical formation of pollution and environment problems
in Japan from the Meiji era(1868-1912) to just after World War I, we must notice the existence
of stenographic proceedings of the Japanese Imperial Diet.

| checked all proceedings - questions, answers, questionnaire, petitions, proposals and the
members’ speeches in the conference and | found many fundamental documents of this study. | think
it is necessary to enter them into a computer.

By the subsidy of Sumitomo fund | have entered 367 titles about the Meiji era into a computer.
They are composed of 1,290,000 letters. This is a success beyond my expectation. | have found many
historical important points to solve. Especially | pointed out many environmental destruction
problems are happened during the Meiji era. These problems have been caused by the reconstruction
of rivers, cutting of woods, search of fishing resource, shrine absorption and city development
and etc.

Most people think that environment problems happened after we have conquered pollution problems
in the 1970° s. But | point out that both pollution and environment problems happened during the
Meiji era. This suggests a big problem to know the relationship between pollution problems and
environment problems.

| also point out that until the 36th year of Meiji (1903) the representative showed many data
of actual conditions when they del iberated at the plenary session. They not only discussed but also
showed many data of deliberation. By this research, we can know the way how the representative
discussed at the Diet.




