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The second largest city of Bangladesh, Chittagong has rapid population growth, which has brought

severer waste disposal problem. Wastes produce a wealth in the form of recycling. Chittagong has a big
scale recycling market where many people of lower class are employed.

Although recycling can be understood as an important factor in terms of waste management policy
as well as economic growth, the number of research in both quality and quantity is so limited in
Bangladesh. So, we decided to start to research about the recycling system of Chittagong. Prof. M. A.
Choudhury focused on paper reproducing factories from economic point of view, while Prof. H.Miyake
on child labor of waste picking.

The findings are as fol lows;

1.

Paper reproducing factories in a informal sector handle waste paper collected from
street/house or small| factories. On the other hand, the certain size of factories ina formal
sector tend to import the volume of waste paper from abroad. The big difference in quality
of paper, volume of production and kind/size of machines in factories lead to the difference
of labor condition. An Informal sector shows worse labor condition of safety- hygiene and
wage.

Waste picking children called ‘Tokai’ in Bengali means Floating boys /girls on street with
tiny works and with prejudice. But, it is not a reality. Survey shows that many are going
to school for study and their income support the family income. They face both danger of
disease and threat of adult men |ike gate—keepers. Their role to reduce environmental burden
and poverty can be highly evaluated.

Bangladesh has not introduced recycling policy properly in environment protection field. So, next
generation must understand the necessity of recycling and introduce the proper recycling system,
considering the above findings.
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