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We have organized a study group of social capital, and have conducted some social research projects.

(1) Social Survey

The aim of our social survey is to test the supposition that social capital of the community and the public sphere correlate
with environmental problem solving processes and implementation of environmental policies. We selected the cities of Sapporo
and Kumamoto as our research area. We focused on the social consciousness of discussion method from our own viewpoint
based on precedent studies about social capital and public sphere, and formed relevant questionnaires.

Although the results showed few differences between Sapporo and Kumamoto in terms of social consciousness of discussion
method and social capital of the communities, we found that they correlated in certain aspects. For a more extensive analysis, see
the report published in March 2006.

(2) Fieldwork
Each member carried out fieldwork on the various issues of environmental problems. (1)The social survey and (2)fieldwork
are linked, since the questionnaire is based on knowledge gained from the fieldwork. The cases are as follows:

(DThe social movements against the petrochemical complex in Numazu-Mishima, Shizuoka. [H. Funabashi]
@The policy process study on public works and regional planning in Hokkaido. [S. Yoshida]

(@Citizen participation in the area of nature conservation. [T. Chino]

@The decline of Japanese forestry and forest devastation. [S. Okura]

®The problem of noise pollution from U.S. military bases. [S. Asai]

®Consensus-building between historic preservation and road construction. [S. Morihisa]

(DThe problem solving processes for the hazards of neighborhood noise and vibration. [S. Daimon)]

We will continue to study these cases, and publish the results as research papers or doctoral dissertations. In this context, @@
®® have been published as a part of our research results at the congress of the Japanese Association for Environmental
Sociology and the Japan Sociological Society.




