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This project has studied the historical process in which the Japanese public consumed “Taiwan banana”, from the
1900s to the present.

This project first examines the consumption of Taiwan banana as a “produce” in Japan, from the pre-war (1910—
1940) to the postwar (1949—1969) periods. It finds that a variety of “images”—embedded with “abstract
value”—of Taiwan banana was created and sustained in Japan’s domestic market throughout this period; these
images provided a cultural explanation to the growing public desire for Taiwan banana which continued from the
1920s to 1940. During the pre-war (1910—1940) period, the most notable images of Taiwan banana are the
followings:

®  Fruit of the Japanese empire

Produce of the tropical south

(Taiwanese) aborigines

Food of the noble and upper-class of Japanese

Western-style living

During the Second World War, consumption of fresh banana was suspended. After the War, importation of
banana from Taiwan resumed in 1948; and very soon the consumption of Taiwan banana reached a new height in
the 1960s. This project finds that in the postwar (1949—1969) period, Taiwan banana became associated with the
images of peace, growth, and the “high-speed economic growth” throughout the Showa 30°s (1955-1965). Similar
to the symbols of Tokyo Tower (1958), the Tokyo Olympic (of 1964), and the bullet train, banana was often
identified as the symbol of Japan’s postwar “epoch belle”. This is further confirmed by the images of banana in
popular culture—such as movies and “asa-dora”— based on the theme of “Showa nostalgia” in recent years.

Furthermore, this project finds that the sense of nostalgia associated with banana led to the consumption of the
history and collective memory of consuming Taiwan banana. Starting from the 1970s, Taiwan “ba-na-na”—the
image rather than the produce itself—has been consumed effectively as a “cultural capital” in promoting business
and tourism in Japan,; the best examples are the popular food gift “Tokyo ba-na-na” and the promotion of “banana
tataki-uri” as a local cultural heritage in the city of Moji-ko.

Overall, through the subject of banana, this project provides a new understanding of the historical relationship
between Taiwan and Japan by examining the introduction, adoption, promotion, interruption, and transformation
of Japan’s consumption of “Taiwan banana” in the past 100 years. This finding, at a broader theoretical level,
places Japan’s modern social and cultural development in a transnational and inter-cultural context of Asia and
beyond.
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