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Based on blue and white porcelain wares with underglazed inscription “TenBun
nenzo (K X & 1&E)” --a Japanese reign title——which had been excavated by mysel
f from Jingdezhen Guanyinge Kiln site of Ming Dynasty, this research is mainl
y focusing on exchange and communication of porcelain between Japan and China
around the 1500s.
Porcelain with inscription of “XK X 44 %~ has been known for quite a long t
ime, whereasthe related archaeological investigation is quite limited. In thi
s research, we began with survey to the unearthed location, which includes ex
amination on the excavation and its surrounding circumstance as well, then mo
ve on to the study on the time of manufacture. Finally we know that the porce
lain fragments with inscription of “XK X4 1% ” had been unearthed together
with fragments with typical Jiajing design (1507— 1567) , moreover, we bel
ieve this kind of porcelain had been produced as order from Japan in Japanese

Tenbun period.

At the same time, we collected related publicated data on similar pieces foun
d in Japan and analysed their distribution. In Funai site, Sakai Kango Tos
hi site and Negoroji site, a lot of similar pieces with inscription of
Fushoukangning (#&7F # 7 ) ” have been found, which is almost exactly the sam
e with the excavation situation in Jingdezhen. The distribution of unearthed

locations suggested that this kind of wares had been involved with trade of O

tomo clan’ s Nanban trade and Merchants of Sakai.

Otomo clan had once been the conquer of north Kyoshu in the 16th Century, who
benifited a lot from the trade with Ming Dynasty. There are a few pieces of
records on this kind of trade at that time. For instance, the Monk Sakugen’s
diary and Zheng Shungong’ s Riben Yijian. Monk Sakugen had visited Ming Dynas
ty during Tenbun period and returned to Japan with huge amount of trade wares

including porcelain, whose dairy recorded the trade in great details




Zheng Shungong visited Japan a little bit later than Monk Sakugen, from his n
otes we know that Jingdezhen had made a number of porcelain wares with Japane
se reign title and reached Japan successfully. This might be the origin of po

rcelain with inscription of “RK XHEE” .

To sum up, the porcelain wares with inscription of “XK X HEE” is made fol
lowing the order from Japan, and this kind of order probably has special rela

tionship with Otomo clan.
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