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The purpose of this paper is to explore the process of tropical medicine system, espec
ally the establishment and research activities of research institutes of tropical medicine,
and the influences towards Japan. In anotherword, several institutes in Taiwan Govern
ment-General (TGG, Taiwan Sotokufu),including the Medical School, Sanitation




Department of TGG, Medical Department and Tropical Medicine Institute of Taihoku
Imperial University were the main institutes which played important roles.

One of the research results, “The Development of Colonial Medicine in Japan: A Case
Study on Taiwan’s Tropical Medicine Research” will be submitted to

“Tamkang Japanese Journal” recently. The main points are shown as followings:
Firstly, in Taiwan, in order to solve the problems subtropical diseases, suchBubonic
Plague, Malaria which were widespread in 1890s~1910s, the Medical School,
Sanitation Department of TGG were established. There were many graduated students
from Medical School working in the Southern China and the East-South Asia. It shows
that the Medical School’s effects of training medical students. Secondly, as one of
the most important research institutes of tropical medicine, Sanitation Department of
TGG was established in 1919. Then, it was promoted as Sanitation Department of
Central Institute in 1921, and reconstructed as Tropical Medicine Institute of Taihoku
Imperial University in 1939, eventually. The research contents at the very beginning
were about analysis of water, researches of Plague, Malaria, and expanded to tropical
medicine. Meanwhile, the research targets were broadened to the Southern China and
the East-South Asia. It shows the importance of research effects which was based in
Taiwan. Thirdly, established in 1936, Medical Department of Taihoku Imperial
University started the subjects such as “Tropical Sanitation and Internship”, “Tropical
Infection” and “Clinical Lecture”, deeply related to tropical medicine. Furthermore, the
Society of Southern Medicine was established in 1940, and the Society of Tropical
Medicine was established in 1942. There two societies published books and magazines,
such as “Tropical Medicine” and “Southern Medicine Textbook” separately. Besides, a
film called “Malaria”’, produced by Mori Kaoru and Ota Toshiro, professors of
Taihoku Imperial University, was regarded as another important evidence of research
results. Therefore, it is true that the tropical medicine research effects were based and
developed in Taiwan, and were applied while Japan expanded military activities towar
ds East-South Asia during the Sino-Japanese and the Pacific War.

The next step of this research will be to explore the research institute network among
Taiwan, Japan and the East-South Asia.
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