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My field trip dlowed me to collect a socid network andyss (SNA) data In this data, we see right
wing communities in Japan are easy bedfdlows for nationdist Tawanese and the Tibet, Inner Mongolia
and Uyghur movements, asthey dl share an essentia antipathy toward China,

The SNA data suggests that for the Jgpan Uyghur Associdion, there exigts a different degree of
friendship with the four actors thet link to it. Based on their level of communications, the friendships the
Japan Uyghur Association has with Tawanusnet and Ganbare-Nippon! Nationd Committee is
relatively intimate. This finding echoes those drawn from interviews conducted with activigts, which
suggest that the activism pursued by Hideki Nagayamais an important bridge, making possible the Japan
Uyghur Association’s introduction to pro-Tawan and anti-China groups. Free Tibet Jgpan may not be
activein initiating communications with the Jgpan Uyghur Association, but whenever it suitsitsinterests,
it naturdly gravitates toward participating in collective actions with Uyghur activists. Hence, one
observesthat in Japan these groups coordinate their demondrations.

Ovedl, in comparison with Germany and the US, Uyghur activism in Jgpan is less organized and
smdler in scope. Of the threg, it is after dl the most recent country to see the movement’s emergence.
Hence, the movement in Jepan is far from what could be consdered mature. During my fidd trip in
2011, the movement was il relatively locd to Jgpan and only loosdly tied to the transnationd eements
of the Uyghur movement. However, the fact that the 2012 leedership training seminar took place in
Japan implies an intention on the part of the World Uyghur Congress (WUC) to cultivate and empower
its nascent ffiliate in Jgpan, and more effectively connect it to Uyghur supporters in other parts of the
world.

Schisms and competition amnong potentiad Uyghur supporters occur in a number of contexts. For
ingance, firg of al, there are inter-group schisms. The fact there are only two Uyghurs in the Jgpan
Uyghur Associaion suggests that the Uyghur community is fragmented and internaly divided. Hence,
the Japan Uyghur Association does not necessarily reflect the interests of the entire Uyghur community
in Japan, dthough WUC recognition lendsit legitimacy asits representative in the country.

Second, thereis schism and competition between organizations or individuas who are not necessarily
Uyghur, but crave to be spokespersons for Uyghurs in Japan. These inter-group and externa schisms
serveto wesken the WUC’s globd campaign.
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My research project “Uyghur Diagporain Japan: Politica Activism and Impacts” isa part of my broader project to

study the worldwide activism of Uyghur diagpora. Hence, in my following journa publications, even though the

titles are about Uyghur activismin generd (not exdusively in Jgpan), | have acknowl edged the kind sponsorship of

the Sumitomo Foundation.
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In the future (2013), | will publish a book on the Uyghur activism around the world. One of the chapterswill be
about Uyghur activism in Japan. | will send the Sumitomo Foundation thisbook when it is published.

Chen, Y u-Wen (forthcoming in 2013) The Uyghur Lobby (tentdivetitle).




