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Summary:

Number of the Japanese who are miaking a long-stay abroad is evidenced to have been increasing since 1991. At
leagt three contributing factors to this phenomenon, as conddered as “internd determinants”, are induding i)
Stuation of fast growing ageing society, ii) recent gppreciation of Yen resulting in higher purchasing power of the
Japanese abroad, i) changing socid and family sructure in the country. Thailand is condidered as one of the high-
ranked dedtinations, in this regards. This sudy is aimed to investigate about “pulling factors” that determine and
influence on the decison of making a long say in Thailand of these Jgpanese. This is designed to be as a
retrogpective andyss of the pre- and pog period of coming, consdering the importance and comparing influence
of the factors between prior expectation and faced experiences after having been living for some period in the
country. Chiangmai is slected as the study Ste as the reason that it is one of the most favorite destingtions for a
long say among the Japanese and that it istargeted as a pilot province to promate long-gtay tourians by the TAT
with coordintion from locd governmenta and non-governmentad organizations A sdf-adminigered
questionnare with dructure of questions on persond information and backgrounds, rdevant life experiences,
views and opinionstowardstheir decison of making along say in Thailand isemployed asamain data collecting
tool. Totdly, 68 questionnaires are responded and returned.

Fromthe andyds, some key findings can be briefly summearized asfollowed. Mogt of the Jepanese long-Stayer are
living with the spouse (nearly three-fourth of the respondents), having an incertive to take Thai language lesson
(nearly three-fourth had ever taken Tha language dass but just only haf of those currently can undergand Thal),
more than 8 out of 10 are living on retirement’s public or private pendonsand having no burden interm of family
responghilities in Japan. Ranked by the level of importance to their decison making of long-gtay in Chiangmai,
“pulling factors” indude cog of living (as compared to the gandard of living), Tha people (friendliness and
generosity), sefety and security, attractive and beautiful touriam stes, food and culture, language, presence of
relaivesor friendsliving in Thailand, and promoting campaign and supportsfor long-Stay.

About these factors, in the aspect of prior expectation as compared with faced experiences, dl get a higher score
for experience than expectation except the factor on safety and security. Some issues relevant to living
environmentsin the province; especidly about enforcement of traffic safety, seem negatively affect their senses of
feding saved and secured in this regards. The presence of relatives or friendsliving in Thaland, followed by Thai
language are viewed as the factors with highest contribution to sttisfaction of the long Say experienced by the
Japanese as compared with wheat they expected.

From the findings, this study provides policy recommendations on more intensve campaigns and promations of
long stay among the Japanese who are the target groups. Thisis emphasized in terms of proviSons of necessary
information and supports both prior to and after making long Say in the country. Advocacy to the long-Stayer
networking and participating in socid works or culturd activities are other recommended actionsto be taken from
the policy pergpectivesin order to promote long say tourisms and improve qudity, aswel as satisfaction, of living
in Thailand of the Japaneselong-dayers.
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