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Research Summary

The purpose of the prgject is to examine how different ethnic groups in West Kdimantan and North
Sumatra remember the Japanese. Research was conducted in West Kdimantan, North Sumatra and among the
Indonesian Chinese in Hong Kong. It is found that memories of the Japanese mainly focused on the Japanese
Occupation of Indonesia Thisis particularly prominent among the Chinese, epecidly those who were paliticaly
oriented towards the People’s Republic of China. Infact, it was among the returneesto Chinathat commemoration
adtivitieswere given specid emphads, resulting in aworkshop and publication of abook.

In terms of locd commemoration in Indonesia, this is not very sgnificant. In Pematang Santar, North
Sumatra, while there is an epitaph to remember the war deed, the smdl monument was rdegated to the margind
space of alocd Chinese cemetery where it was not well-maintained a al. Only ahandful of the older generation
of Indonesian Chinese gill remembersthe Japanese Occupation.

In Wegt Kdimantan, commemoration of the war has been formdized into aprovincid ceremony at thewar
monument in the town of Mandor, hed a the end of June every year. This is because the war damed victims
from al ethnic groups and has become a ceremonid platform for articulating the shared memories and identity of
the Dayaks, Mdays and Chinese of the province The weight given to the ceremony depends on the poalitica
dimatein West Kdimantan. In years when aunited politicd identity needsto be articulated againgt new migrants
to the province, the shared memoaries of victimhood suffered during the war was accentuated through a more
daborate ceremony. When it was not S0 necessary to articulate asense of palitica unity among the different ethnic
groups, the ceremony became much smpler. As such, memories of the Japanese Occupation were rdlaed moreto
current paliticd dynamics in the province than to any form of direct rdationship or interaction with the Japanese
Thiswas d0 gpparent in interviews with people who atended the ceremony. While there were students present
who atended the commemoration ceremony as pat of sthodl activities, it was found that mogt of the other
attendees were people who had rdaives who died during the Japanese Occupation. These attendees, of different
ethnic groups, did not exhibit adverse emotions but went to Mandor Smply asan act to remember the dead.

In sum, unless memory is summoned to serve a palitica purpose in Indonesia, memories of the war will
fade with the passing of generdtions.
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