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Research Summary

The levd of devdopment of civil sodiety varies widdy in the ASEAN region, owing to hisorica factors and
different politica sysems. Among the countries incdluded in the study, Flipino and Tha CSOs have longer
experiencein advocacy, networking, socid development work, and engaging with government. Legd frameworks
dso vary acrossthe region from the more permissve to the more regtrictive types. Asde from sectord, issue-based
or arearbased NGOs, there are mgjor nationd networks and umbrella organizations operating within one country,
aswdl asregiond and sub-regiond networks. Only afew of them have been congstently engaged with the Sate,
as wel as with ASEAN and other organizations a the regiond leve. In the four countries sudied, there is
heterogeneity inideologica outlook and politica stance of NGOswith repect to nationd and globd issues.

Civil society engagement with ASEAN has evolved only in the lagt ten years, but more so since 2005 with
ASEAN’s dtempts to become a more ‘people oriented” associaion. CSO involvement started with academics,
think tanks, human rights organizations and some regionad groups, but has since then grown to indude a wide
range of NGOs and people’s arganizations. There are now various mechanisms for didogue or interventions by
CSOswiththar governmentsaswell aswith ASEAN organs.

Among the problems in engagement with ASEAN identified by CSOs are CSOs’ lack of underganding of
ASEAN processes and dynamics; governments do not recognize the autonomy of CSOs in choodng their own
representatives who will didogue with government; the methods of engagement are not indtitutionaized but ad
hoc, depending on the host government’s attitude toward NGOs; nationa governments fed they have no duty to
involve NGOs even though ASEAN itsdf iswilling to accommodate them; and ASEAN leaders appear to ligen
to NGOs during the interface but they perceive no red didogue takes place. Nonetheless, while the processes of
engagement have not been easy and the CSOs adso admit to some disorganizetion among their ranks, they
continue to buy into engagement opportunities, primarily because they recognize ASEAN’s growing capecity to
impact (podtively or negaively) on their own condtituencies. They bdieve that governments will likewise haveto
sugtain the engagement because success in building the ASEAN Community depends on participation from civil
odiety.

The study dso observed that: during ASEAN summits, media played an effective role in generding interest in
ASEAN-CSO issues, CS0s should learn to use both formd and informa channds for engaging with ASEAN;
and tha there should be more subregiond networks among CSOs focused on shared advocadies. To thisend, the
government of Japan might consider supporting (8) ASEAN orientation programs held jointly for mediaand CSO
networks, (b) capability-building workshops for CSOs on effective palicy advocacy in the regiond arena, and ()
strengthening subregiond networksfor critica trans-boundary deve opment concerns, induding, but not limited to,
disagter response, migration and human trafficking, management of shared water resources.
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