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Thisstudy traces the ways an Indonesian migrant workersin managetheir livesin Jgpan (Tokyo) during
the current economic downturn. This study describes the Significant role of socid networks, religion and
socid organization that enables the Indonesian migrant workers to sdf-govern their dire economic
plight. The data are drawn from in-depth interviews and participant observation from June to August
2010 of Indonesian migrant at different research locations in around Tokyo. This study finds thet in the
context of study of migrant in the host country, a migrant subjective experiences such as, rdigiosty,
affective relation, friendships, and pragmatic thinking play a crucid roles for migrant workers manage
to cope during difficult times.

The Indonesian migrant workers managed the Japan economic crigs Stuation in complex ways.
Sdaries saved carefully, and spend it only when they congdered being necessary. Economic criss hit
Japan in 2008/2009 forced them to curtall the remittances they should be sent to their familiesin ther
home. For the illegd migrant, they should thinking hard to increased efforts to find job information in
the city S0 they can quick got prospective work when theold job isnat profitable or because of lack of
job, besde they should hide from possibly risk police arretment. In this context, socid networks
become an important rolein enabling amigrant to cope economicaly, socidly, and mordly. They avoid
the option returning to home countries (or to find jobs in other’s countries), in addition to long time
work in Japan, because depended on their economic and socid capitd if they decide move home or to
another countries. So, they were morelikely to migrateinterndly find better job and live,

In the other Sde, the role of religion inditution or other socid indtitution was significant helped migrant
cope psychologicaly problem. Japan economic criss seemed very uncertain and none foresaw that the
economy Situation will be quick turnaround at thet time. The main function of these organizationsisto
provide a venue or forum for religious activities, building socid relationships, share information on the
job opportunities, learning forums, counsding on employment issues, as well as temporary shelter for
newly arived migrants and who have finished their work. Indonesan migrant workers in Japan
generdly forming a socid networks or associations, both forma and non formd, which is based
persond networks, religion, hometown in Indonesia, or base on the city where they work. Meanwhile,
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non-rigious associaion based on place of employment which was founded by Indonesian migrant
workers in Jgpan. Furthermore, many migrant workers associations that emerged from the same ethnic
or hometown.

As concdusion, Indonesian migrant worker is surviving in the Japan criss. But, as Kyoto Tanno (2010)
wrote on Japanese pergpective on migrant, the Japan society Hill continued to see migrant as outsders,
and thus they continued to remain margind members of the sodety—this holds true to this day. Given
such difficult conditions, support and dynamic struggles of minority migrant, such as Indonesian
Migrant in Japan, who formed part of this sudy, are indeed important.
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