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Minobe Tatsukichi was one of founders of Japan constitutional law. Minobe’s consti
tutional law was based on constitutionalism, established the sovereignty of Constitution a
nd was affected by Japanese traditions and actual systems. Minobe’s liberalism, the theo
ry of “Japan emperor is a state organ”, the theory of fundamental rights and the idea to

maintain Constitution were the reasonable results of balance between the universal valu
e of constitutionalism and the condition of Japan.

Minobe Tatsukichi was not only a famous scholar in Japanese constitutional law, he
also gave great influence on Chinese constitutional law. From 1904 to 1951, his many
works were translated into Chinese, and the big quantity, rich content and great impact
are all beyond comparison. His works, including twenty-three books and some articles,
were translated into Chinese. Translation such as his works exists in neither Japan nor o
ther countries. His works had an affect on early China constitutional law, and improved
China constitutional law and even today are often cited. Dr. Minobe brought up early
China constitutional law scholars such as Zhong Gengyan and Bai Pengfei and provided
many cases and thoughts for modern China constitutional law. His most cited book is
Public Law and Private Law. Minobe Tatsukichi has an important influence on the form
ing and development of China public law study. His liberalism, positive route of interpr
etation, rule of law in administrative branch and Minobe’s three doctrines become the fo
undations of modern Chinese public law. We should bear in mind Minobe’s diligence, s
trength of character and outstanding achievement.
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