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Japanese people have delicate consciousness called " MA" (time, room, space, interval).The t
hing in fact has achieved the important function although there is no substance. The Japanese "
MA" consciousness harmonizes with nature, and it may be said that it is the wisdom that respe
cted the harmony among people. Japanese makes much of relations with oneself and another per
son. The thought produces various culture to express the subtlety of human relations. Japan is
an island country, and one of the remarkable national traits is uniform constitution.

Japanese people are living in peace while being surrounded by reliable crowds. Care is taken
so that each one may not wound a friend. It is expected that it is going to avoid an utterance
and action which disturb the group. Judging from population and the aspect of the area, it may

be said that it is large sum of people living closely in a small country. Personal relationships
are made to live without a problem in the small society without hitting the friend. Distance is a

way that was thought about to live with another person. " MA" can be said that it is the rule

of personal relationships(etiquette), a human being and the situation, politics, business, still as a

relation between man and nature, and a traditional event.

In the Japanese traditional art, " MA" means space of time that posted artistically in Japanese
traditional art, theatrical art in particular, Noh, Kabuki, dancing, music, a play, Rakugo. Since
the Japanese acts in spite of being a thought carefully of "MA" in the lifestyle ,The expression
of "MA" relations comes out of Japanese traditional culture, and the "time" is indispensable
"suitableness™ in each situation, art, life, the tradition. As for this condition, there are "the mode
rate time, chance,luck, the timing that lets an opportunity rotate.

Because a thing appearing next is expected at the moment of "MA", therefore a blank must be
opened. Not the empty space, it is the "time" which enriched the feeling of tension of what is
expressed next moment. Then the audience have a foreboding in possibility without the limit. In
the Japanese traditional painting, there is the screen which put the infinite thought that is left
in blank. It express infinite possibility. A function of "MA™ in another tradition art is
"transformation”. Space is used premeditatedly to raise the total design effects such as art,
music, the drama,etc. In this case, the setting of "MA" is aesthetics to make a total sense of
rhythm-like.

"MA" also show the meaning of borders, such as life and death,Yin and Yang,existing and noth
ing, motion and still. The world and a phenomenon are explained in two viewpoints by an inde
pendent basic principle mutually, "dualism” for the view of the world of the Oriental.

"MA" (room) in Japanese traditional building is a concrete "room". There was not the thing
which partitioned off individual space in old days. In addition, it may be said that it is the
characteristic of the Japanese building not to fix the room. Furthermore, the garden letting you
imagine nature is indispensable. There is the space in the Japanese garden to match natural
rhythm with human life for absorbability of natural power. It is between the contrast which
unites a natural rhythm with human life. Moreover, since indoor " Tokonoma "(alcove) is the
place where appearing is expected.Therefore it makes space. It can be said that they are the
expectation for God, and a feeling of sanctity. It is considered that work of "MA" (room)in this
case is " connection "

"MA" means suitable breathing. A martial art of Japan is a good example. It is distance with
a partner which considered the most important of Kendo, Aikido, etc

At is breathing at appropriate distance and opportunity. The important element which is
indispensable to Oriental arts and technical training may be said to be breathing. The things
from ancient times which remain till the present, such as meditation, Chinese Taichi, and Indian
Yoga, is all concerned with breathing. Since power lurks in breathing, the method of the right
breathing is trained, and a suitable distance is measured.

Originally the tea ceremony that is the thing of the samurai may say that breathing is a heart.
Since the soul which respects a partner is expressed, wonderful space ,"once-in-a-lifetime chance
"(ichigo ichie) united breathing with a partner is realized as the most important.
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