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In the field of food safety, Japan has a long history and developed legal system.  This study
focuses on Japan’s legal system of food safety, cases of courts and real regulations, divides the
history into three stages such as food prohibition law, food sanitation law and food safety law,
introduces its basic ideas(basic recognition in taking measures for ensuring food safety, appropriate
measures at each stage of the food supply process and prevention of adverse effects on the health of
citizens), basic principles(rule of law, publication, participation and precautionary principle) and basic
system of risk analysis ( risk assessment, risk management and risk communication ), and analyzes
the system such as recognition of HACCP, positive list system, food traceability system, whistle
blowing and emergency actions. Japan has many experiences on the food legal system, for example,
democracy of regulation reformation, the establishment of recognition that the protection of the health

of the citizens is a top priority, import of risk analysis, the organization separation of risk
assessment and risk management, cooperation of risk management organizations, procedurization of
the regulation, deference to science and technology and effective utilization of diet education. There,
however, are some problems to be resolved, such as how to enhance the statute of customs, the
authority and independence of food safety committee and the effectiveness of relief to the victim of

food accidents.
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