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Historically relations between Taiwan and Japan have been restrained by the 1972

regime. But since the late 1990s, conservative nationalism has emerged as the more infl
uential foreign policy factor in Japan, and Taiwan—Japan relations have started to chang
e accordingly. Since the late 1990s, the double security triangle relations, namely “U

S-China-Taiwan” and “US—Japan-Taiwan,” have greatly influenced Taiwan—Japan relation

s. During the missile crisis, the US clearly expressed its willingness to maintain peace
in the Taiwan straits; on the other hand, the US also encouraged China to accept US—ini
tiated East Asia order through engagement policy and strategic partnership with China, ¢
onsidering the uncertainty of China’ s development. This new US-China-Taiwan situation m
ade Japan to realize that its policy toward Taiwan had to be shifted according to the ge
opolitical change. At the same time, US—Japan-Taiwan security triangle became more obvio
us based on the clearer importance of Taiwan factor in the US—Japan security system. Thi
s double security triangle of “US—China-Taiwan” and “US-Japan-Taiwan” indirectly urg
ed Japan to step forward beyond the restriction of 1972 regime.

Another factor that forced Japan to shift its Taiwan policy restricted by the 19

72 regime is the gradually emerged new regional environment of East Asia and new domesti
¢ political environment of Japan and Taiwan in the late 1990s. As a result, Japan could
not face challenges in East Asia or new development in Taiwan—Japan relations without re
examining the 1972 regime. PM Koizumi tried to adjust restraints over bilateral relation
s by applying flexible measures based on case-by—case and actual necessity. He especiall
y succeeded in expanding direct communications with Taiwan. Author concluded that Japan
now seek strategic clarity, together with the historical attitude based on strategic amb
iguity. The typical evidence is the Joint Statement issued after the U.S.-Japan Security
Consultative Committee (SCC) Meeting on February 19, 2005. The statement named the Taiw
an Strait as one of the regional security issues in which the US and Japan promised to k
eep its emphasis on bilateral security cooperation.

FRREDOARIZONT(TEDGT) (30

CEAR TR  (HL - RE4L - 24 - O - BT

“ROC—Japanese Studies from the Perspective of International Relations,” Philip Yang,
JAIR 50th Anniversary Conference, Special Section Panel C, International History in Ea
st Asia, October 14, 2006, Kisarazu, Japan.
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“New Posture of U.S.-Japan Security Alliance: Two Plus Two Meeting and Taiwan Strait Se
curity,” Philip Yang, “Issues and Studies (Chinese Version),” Not Published Yet. Engl
ish Version is also planned to be published
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“Japan-Taiwan Relations 1945-2005,” Philip Yang, Shin Kawashima, Rei Shimizu, and Yasu
hiro Matsuda. Japanese Version will be published from University of Tokyo Press (date ar
e not decided yet), and Chinese version will also be published in Taiwan. (publisher and

schedule are not finalized yet.)




