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The Status of ASEAN in the East Asian Community

The mechanism of “ASEAN+3” has become the main framework for every East
Asian country to proceed with dialogue and cooperation. ASEAN has been playin
g the role of the driver in the East Asia—cooperation train. ASEAN, not only
attaches great importance to self-integration, but also has been active in pr
omoting the dialogue between two countries and regional free trade.

In the process of East Asian cooperation, the policies made by China and
Japan for ASEAN are striking.

In the “10+3” framework, China, the first country to propose the free tr
ade program with ASEAN, agrees to Treaty of Peace and Friendship of East Asi
a, and has been active in promoting East Asian countries’ cooperation and sys
tem construction. China’ s strategy is to establish FTA with ASEAN, strengthe
n the economic relationship, meanwhile promote free trade between China, Japa
n and South Korea, and finally create the free trade system incorporating the

whole area of East Asia. To some degree, China’ s behaviors are also intende
d to clear up the mind of “Chinese threat” and “Chinese economic threat”
of East Asian countries,

Putting FTA in the first place, Japan has signed agreements with a number

of countries alone. And the negotiation with ASEAN began to proceed in the A
pril of 2005. in Tokyo Declaration, which was signed in Japan—ASEAN Special S
ummit Conference, Desiring the establishment of East Asian Community, Japan p
roposed to deepen East Asian cooperation. Japan, with the consideration of Ea
st Asian Community, although realized that “10+3” is the important way to r
egional economic cooperation, yet some policies and measures were apparently
intended to exclude China.

China and Japan diverge at the development strategies, security and histo
ry cognition, and the two countries have difficulties in achieving regional c¢
ooperation. ASEAN will continue to serve its coordination and promotion, but
if China and Japan could not achieve the real reconciliation and cooperation,

East Asian regional cooperation would not accomplish further development.
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